
1 Tim 3:2  Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach 

Titus 1:9  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others 
by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 

1 Tim 5:17-18  The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and teaching. For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the 
grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 

2 Tim 2:2  And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people 
who will also be qualified to teach others. 

James 5:13-20  Is anyone among you in trouble?  Let them pray. Is anyone happy?  Let them sing songs of 
praise.  Is anyone among you sick?  Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them 
with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will 
raise them up.  If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray 
for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  Elijah 
was a human being, even as we are.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land 
for three and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  My 
brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring that person back, 
remember this:  Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a 
multitude of sins 

Acts 20:35  In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering 
the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

Acts 15:6&7   The apostles and elders met to consider this question.  After much discussion, Peter got up and 
addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles 
might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe...” 

Acts 20:28-31  Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  
Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.  I know that after I leave, savage 
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.  Even from your own number men will arise and 
distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.  So be on your guard!  Remember that for three 
years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

Titus 1:9-14  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage 
others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.  For there are many rebellious people, full of 
meaningless talk and deception, especially those of the circumcision group.  They must be silenced, because 
they are disrupting whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of 
dishonest gain.  One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: “Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.”  
This saying is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith and will pay no 
attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human commands of those who reject the truth 

Mark 3:13-15  Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him.  He 
appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have 
authority to drive out demons. 

Acts 15:22  Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and 
send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.  They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who 
were leaders among the believers. 

1 Tim 3:1-5  Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task.  Now the 
overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able 
to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  He must 
manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full 
respect.  (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 



1 Tim 5:17  The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and teaching. 

Titus 1:5  “The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and appoint 
elders in every town, as I directed you.” 

John 13:12-17  When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place.  “Do 
you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them.  “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, 
for that is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash 
one another’s feet.  I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  Very truly I tell 
you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  Now that 
you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” 

Luke 22:24-27  A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest.  Jesus 
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call 
themselves Benefactors.  But you are not to be like that.  Instead, the greatest among you should be like the 
youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.  For who is greater, the one who is at the table 
or the one who serves?  Is it not the one who is at the table?  But I am among you as one who serves.  

1 Peter 5:3-5  not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  And when the Chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.  In the same way, you who 
are younger, submit yourselves to your elders.  All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, 
because, God opposes the proud 

1 Tim 3:1  Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 

1 Tim 3:1-7  Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task.  Now the 
overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able 
to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  He must 
manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full 
respect.  (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?)  
He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.  
He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s 
trap. 

Titus 1:3-9  and which now at his appointed season he has brought to light through the preaching entrusted to 
me by the command of God our Savior, To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace from 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.  The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order 
what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you.  An elder must be blameless, 
faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient.  
Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, 
not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain.  Rather, he must be hospitable, one who 
loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined.  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy 
message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who 
oppose it. 

1 Peter 5:1-2  To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also 
will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over 
them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest 
gain, but eager to serve;  

1 Tim 5:19-22  Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses.  
But those elders who are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning.  I 
charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without 
partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.  Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in 
the sins of others.  Keep yourself pure 


